


This project was initiated by The Leavenworth Main Street  

Program, with support from VFW Post #56. Leavenworth  

Main Street is a 501 3(c) that is dedicated to the historic  

preservation, economic development and the showcasing of  

Historic Downtown Leavenworth. The Banner of Honor Project  

serves multiple aspects of our mission and most of all allows  

Leavenworth to display its pride in our Veterans! Leavenworth 

has the distinction of being the First City of Kansas and our rich  

history began with our military and Ft. Leavenworth. 

We hope that you take time to read each of the biographies  

and enjoy walking down Delaware to locate each of our banners.  

It has been our honor to be able to assist the citizens of  

Leavenworth in honoring our Veterans! 

This project is ongoing with new and/or renewed banners  

being installed prior to Veterans Day each year. For inquiries 

about this Banner of Honor Project or upcoming projects contact 

Leavenworth Main Street at 913-682-3924, asstdirector@leav-

enworthmainstreet.com or visit us at www.leavenworthmainstreet.

com. 





Colonel Robert A. Atkins, Sr. (U.S. Army, Re-
tired) was a highly decorated three-war veteran, 
one of the ‘Greatest Generation’ who served his 
country with honor and pride. During 28 years of 
service, Atkins earned numerous awards includ-
ing: the Legion of Merit with two oak leaf clus-
ters, Bronze Star Medal, the Air Medal with two 
oak leaf clusters, Army Commendation Medal 
with four oak leaf clusters and two awards of the 
United States Presidential Unit Citation. 

Atkins was born June 12, 1924 in Stevens Point, 
Wisconsin, the oldest son of Horace and Ag-
nes Atkins. Advanced a year during elementary 
school, Atkins graduated from P.J. Jacobs Sr. High 
School in Stevens Point, Wisconsin, on June 11, 
1941, the day before his 17th birthday.

Like many young men of his era, the bombing of Pearl Harbor was Atkins’ 
personal battle cry. At age 18 in December 1942, Atkins volunteered for the 
draft shortly after beginning his second year of college, and was sworn into 
the U.S. Army on January 2, 1943.

Following combat engineer and demolition specialist training, Atkins was 
assigned specialized engineering and medical training. He was selected to 
attend the Engineer Officer Candidate School at Ft. Belvoir, Virginia, grad-
uated first in his class, and was commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant, Corps of 
Engineers in October 1944. 

When the Battle of the Bulge broke out, Atkins was sent to the European 
Theater of Operations, serving as reconnaissance officer, platoon leader, 
and Bailey bridge construction specialist. He supervised the construction 
of many key bridges, including the longest high level Bailey bridge in Ger-
many at Straubing on the Danube River.

After the outbreak of the Korean War, Atkins was selected as Engineer In-
telligence Officer for the top secret X Corps, which planned the Septem-
ber 15, 1950 amphibious landing at Inchon, Korea. He also conceived and 
proposed to the Corps Engineer the parachute drop testing of M-2 steel 
treadway bridging, enabling the 1st Marine Division to extricate itself from 
the Chosin Reservoir trap.



Bio of Colonel Robert A. Atkins Continued:

As East Germany built the Berlin Wall in 1961, Atkins, stationed in Orle-
ans, France, became the engineer in charge of preparing for a potential war. 
He later wrote, “Neither my wife nor my children knew how close we came 
to Armageddon during the long and exhausting Cold War.”

While serving as Senior Engineer Advisor in Vietnam, Atkins made some 
330 aerial flights over enemy terrain and oversaw the building of the first 
bridge employing the sky crane helicopter to set complete bridge sections 
into place.

Atkins served a second tour in Korea, followed by his final assignment at 
Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas. Colonel Atkins was inducted into the United 
States Army Engineer Officer Candidate School Hall of Fame on May 1, 
1970, and retired from the Army January 31, 1971. 

After retirement, Atkins was employed by the Kansas State Department of 
Corrections for 10 years, including more than five years as Acting Director 
and Director of Kansas State Penitentiary in Lansing.

Atkins lived life by the motto, “Life is made up of three parts. The first third 
is for learning, the second third for earning, and the final third for return-
ing.” He and his wife, Eunice, raised eight children and were active volun-
teers in the Leavenworth community. Atkins served Immaculate Concep-
tion – St. Joseph Catholic Parish, Xavier Schools, and the 
Leavenworth Public Library. 

Atkins also served Leavenworth Boy Scouting in numerous capacities, es-
pecially as Campmaster at Camp Naish, from 1968 until his death. He was 
awarded the District Award of Merit, the Saint George medal, the Silver 
Beaver award, and was honored at national level as a James E. West Fellow.

Colonel Atkins died June 21, 2014 and was buried with military honors at 
Leavenworth National Cemetery on June 30, 2014.



Command Sergeant Major Glen Ardell Bates was 
born February 19, 1924, the son of Clifford and 
Anna Bates of Ames, Iowa. He enlisted in the 
U.S. Army on April 7, 1943 at Hayward, Calif. 
While stationed at Fort Benning, Ga., he met and 
married Florence Pettenger.

During World War II, he served first in the Aleu-
tian Islands and then later in the European the-
ater. In 1950, he fought in the Korean War, where 
he received life-threatening injuries and spent 
months recuperating. In 1961 he became the 
First Sergeant of the United States Disciplinary 
Barracks at Fort Leavenworth.

He served at the fort until 1967, at which time he 
received orders for a tour at Long Binh, Vietnam,
from July 1967 to May 1968, receiving the Bronze 
Star.  He was in charge of the military police when 

the Vietcong attacked the Long Binh complex during the Tet Offensive in 
January of 1968.

After completion of his tour, he was assigned to the USA Retraining Bri-
gade at Fort Riley, Kan., where he served before volunteering for a second 
tour of Vietnam this time stationed at Da Nang Air Base from September 
1970 to August 1971. He received the Bronze Star for his tour of duty.

After his return to the States, he was assigned once again to Fort Riley, 
where he served until his retirement in February of 1973, after having 
served his country proudly for 29 years and nine months. 

CSM Bates was never one to brag or boast of his military career or the 
medals he received while serving his country.  To his credit, he received 
the Bronze Star Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters; the Army Commenda-
tion Medal with an Oak Leaf Cluster; a Good Conduct Medal with bronze 
clasps of eight loops; two overseas bars; and received the Combat Infantry 
Man Award while in Europe and was a Master Parachutist. 

CSM Bates was an Expert Rifleman, and other  medals received were the 
Vietnam Service Medal with four bronze service stars, the American Cam-
paign Medal, the Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal, the World War II Vic-
tory Medal, the Army of Occupation Medal, the Korean Service Medal, 
the National Defense Service Medal, the Armed Expeditionary Medal, the 
Army Presidential Unit Citation, the Republic of Korea Presidential Unit 
Citation and the Republic of Vietnam Presidential Unit Citation. 



LTC Victor Bond, born in Chicago, IL earned 
his commission in the Infantry Branch from the 
Reserve Officer Training Program May 22, 1977 
at Marquette University in Milwaukee, WI. His 
first assignment was the 101st Airborne Divi-
sion, at Ft Campbell, KY.

He volunteered and was selected to Special Forc-
es in 1980.  During this time he conducted a va-
riety of sensitive Foreign Internal Defense and 
Counter Terrorism missions in Africa, the Mid-
dle East, Central and South America.

LTC Bond graduated from the Command and 
General Staff College in 1991.  He holds a Master 
of Military Arts and Sciences from CGSC. 

LTC Bond’s awards include the Combat Infan-
tryman Badge, Expert Infantryman Badge, Special Forces Tab, Ranger Tab, 
Master Parachutist, Pathfinder, Air Assault, US Navy Diver Badge, Venezu-
elan Combat Diver and Cazador (Ranger) Instructor Badges. 

His decorations include Legion of Merit, Bronze Star, Defense Meritori-
ous Service Medal,  Meritorious Service Medal (3), Army Commendation 
Medal (4), Army Achievement Medal and Armed Forces Expeditionary 
Medal (3).

He continued his service to the US Armed Forces after retirement as an 
employee of the US Department of Defense. 

He enjoys time with family, reading, travel and target practice.  He is a loyal 
and loving husband and father.



Alexander W. Cipriano was born and raised in 
Brooklyn, New York.  Continuing his family’s 
military tradition, he enlisted in the New York 
National Guard while still in high school and 
received a four-year ROTC scholarship to at-
tend Niagara University, where he was commis-
sioned as an Artillery Officer in the U.S. Army.  
After completing his Officer Basic Course, then 
Second Lieutenant Cipriano was assigned to 
Wertheim, Germany where he met and married 
Anne M. Halling of Doniphan County, Kansas.  
Over the course of his thirty-three year military 
career, he served four tours in Europe, three 
tours in Vietnam, one tour in Korea, and var-
ious tours in the continental United States.  By 
the end of his military career, he held several 
commands at the company, battalion, and bri-
gade levels.  

Colonel Alex Cipriano, a Purple Heart and Soldier’s Medal recipient, even-
tually retired to Yorktown, Virginia.  He is a devoted husband and father 
of five children, two of whom followed in their father’s footsteps to pursue 
military careers in the U.S. Army.  



Muril Steven Cole (Written by David Cole, 
younger brother)

August 25, 1950- October 1, 1969

Muril Steven Cole, went by the name of Steve.  
Steve was named after his Uncle Muril Braziel, 
which serve in the Army during WWII. Steve 
was my Step Brother, but we never look at our 
relationship in that way.  He came into our home 
in about 1959 and from that point on we were 
Brothers.   

Back in the early 60’s when we attended school 
we always had a rating that was tuff guy in the 
school.  I could always remember after school on 

Friday’s the top 3 tuff guys would meet to duke it out for the ranking of the 
tuff guy.  Steve was always in the mix and most of the time he was either 
number 1 or 2. 

Steve was a good-looking kid and the girls loved him.  He met his fiancée at 
Liberty High School, her name was Verna and to this day the entire family 
stays in touch with her. She has grown children and grandchildren now.  

As time went on, Steve was not interest in school so much as he got into 
High School, so at the young age of 17 he asked if Dad and Mom would 
sign a waiver for him to join the Marines.  Once Steve finished basic train-
ing in Camp Pendleton, I remember how chisel he was on his visit home.  
One thing that I clearly remember on his visit home from Basic, we went 
for a walk and during the walk he stop and held out his hands in front of 
him and said “My hands are registered weapons”.

The day the Marines came to our home to notify us of Steve’s passing, I was 
at school and Dad was still out on a his truck coming home from Chicago.  
Mom was very noble in her handling the situation telling us of the situation 
as we got home from school. These days will never leave your memory.  The 
next morning I remember waking up and I thought I heard Steve’s voice in 
the house, but was so disappointed when running out to the dining room 
that our lives were changed forever.

Steve’s funeral was huge with our Aunt Murt and Uncle Muril helping 
Mom and Dad pick a burial site and arrangements. Steve is buried in Oma-
ha, Nebraska.



William (Bill) Cole was born January 1, 1946 in 
Harbor Springs, Michigan; the son of Raymond 
and Norma Cole.  Bill graduated high school in 
1967 and soon enlisted in the US Army.  He was 
stationed at Fort Knox in Kentucky and Fort 
Leavenworth in Kansas as part of the selective 
services.  Just after his engagement to Carol 
Richter in 1968, he was deployed to Vietnam.  
After actively serving in the war for 6 months, 
he was hospitalized for 5 months in Japan and 2 
months in Pennsylvania.  He returned to Leav-
enworth, Kansas (where he is now retired) and 
received an honorable discharge as a disabled 
veteran of the Vietnam War.  Bill and Carol were 
married upon his return in 1969 and have two 
children and several grandchildren.  Bill is now 
enjoying retirement and he and his family are 
ever proud of his service to our country.



LTC Clark Hughes Cummins Sr. served on active 
duty in the U.S. Army for over 20 years. He began 
his Army career in Ft Sill Oklahoma where he 
was commissioned in the Field Artillery in 1956. 
He attended flight school the following year and 
received orders to Germany in 1959 to serve as 
a 2nd Aviation Officer in an artillery battalion. 
Clark returned to Ft Sill in 1962 for the Advanced 
Aviation Course, and then went on to Ft Carson, 
Colorado as the Assistant Operations Officer 
for the Aviation Office. During this time-frame 
Clark became qualified in rotary aircraft, primar-
ily the Huey helicopter. In 1965-66, he served his 
first tour in the Vietnam War, serving in a combat 
aviation battalion. After his return, he went to the 
Primary Helicopter School in Ft Wolters, Texas, 
to be the operations officer and instructor.

Clark became qualified in the U6, the Army’s twin engine fixed wing air-
craft, shortly before he returned to Vietnam for his second tour in 1968-69, 
where he served as a division artillery aviation officer. Upon his return to 
the states, he attended the Command & General Staff College (CGSC) in 
Ft Leavenworth, Kansas and spent three and a half years there as an in-
structor in special operations after graduation. He went back to Germany 
in the mid1970’s to serve as an operations officer at the U.S. Army Europe 
Headquarters and at the Heidelberg Community 

Headquarters as the DPTSEC. In 1977, he returned to Ft Leavenworth to 
act as an instructor in the CGSC Department of Division Operations. He 
retired in 1978. While serving in the U.S. Army, Clark led a vast and var-
ied personal life. He married Barbara Ann Burns on September 18, 1954. 
Together, they had four children, Clark Jr., Cindy, Curt, and Cathy. He has 
nine grandchildren and six great grandchildren. His beautiful wife passed 
in 1997. Clark earned a Master’s degree in Public Administration from 
UMKC in 1974 and a law degree from KU after his retirement from the 
Army. He operated a successful law practice in Leavenworth through the 
mid 1990’s. Today he is an active member of the community and serves as 
a member of the Leavenworth Kiwanis Club.



Harry Vernon Davis was born on August 26, 
1920, the son of David Emerson and Honor Da-
vis. He had six brothers and one sister, all born 
and raised in DeKalb, MO. His father was a car-
penter who built many of the houses and barns 
in and around DeKalb. Harry attended DeKalb 
High School, where he graduated in 1938. Harry 
was a multi-sport, star athlete in baseball, bas-
ketball, and track. In his senior year, Harry took 
first place in four events at the statewide track 
meet. After graduation, he passed up a minor 
league baseball contract with the Chicago Cubs 
in favor of a track scholarship at Northwest Mis-
souri State Teachers College (now Northwest 
Missouri State University) in Maryville, MO.

After three years at NWMS, Harry was drafted 
and inducted into the U.S. Army on 1 August 1942, at Fort Leavenworth, 
KS. He attended basic training at Camp Davis, NC, where he was selected 
for Officer Candidate School (OCS). After OCS, Harry was commissioned 
a Second Lieutenant in the U.S. Army Reserve on 14 January 1943. Harry 
then attended Air Defense Artillery School at Ft. Bliss, TX. Upon comple-
tion, Harry was transferred to the 82nd Anti-Aircraft Artillery Group in 
the Panama Canal Zone, where he served the balance of WWII. 

All seven Davis brothers served with distinction, and survived, during 
WWII, with five in uniform. The oldest, Marvin, was too old to serve in 
uniform but was a welder in Atchison, KS, who was flown to Pearl Harbor, 
HI, where he spent the entire war repairing U.S. Navy ships damaged in 
the Pacific Theater. John, the second oldest, was a boatswains mate in the 
United States Navy in charge of a Higgins landing craft in the Pacific, 
where his first ship was sunk in a Kamikaze attack. He survived and served 
the rest of the war on the U.S.S. Starr. The next oldest, Frank, was a mess 
sergeant in the 106th Infantry Division (1st Army) in the European The-
ater. Frank was taken prisoner by the Germans in the Battle of the Bulge in 
December 1944. He spent the rest of the war in a POW camp. The middle 
brother, Bill, was an FBI agent serving on the West Coast. He was person-
ally cited by J. Edgar Hoover for uncovering a German espionage ring in 
California. Harry is the fifth brother.



Bio of Harry V. Davis Continued:
The next youngest brother, Roy, served in a combat engineer unit in the 
European Theater, specializing in pontoon bridges in support of General 
Patton’s Third Army. The youngest brother, Fred, served as a tail gunner 
on a B-24 in the 466th Bombardment Squadron (8th Air Force), flying 26 
combat missions over Germany.

After WWII, Harry was the only brother who stayed in the Armed Forces. 
By then Captain Davis was transferred to Fort Ord, CA, after marrying 
Anne Dodson of St. Joseph, MO. They stayed at Fort Ord for three years be-
fore being transferred to Ft. Hood, Texas, where their only son, David, was 
born in 1950. In 1952, Major Davis was transferred to Karlsruhe, Germany, 
where he served in the first Hawk anti-aircraft missile battalion in the U.S. 
Army. After three years in Germany, Major Davis was transferred to Des 
Moines, IA, where he served as the advisor to the Army Reserve units in 
Iowa. Following that assignment, LTC Davis returned to NWMS Universi-
ty to complete his Bachelor’s Degree in secondary education (math). LTC 
Davis then served an unaccompanied, 13-month tour in the Republic of 
Korea. LTC Davis then completed his Army career with a three-year tour 
at Headquarters, Continental Army Command (CONARC) at Fort Mon-
roe, VA. LTC Davis retired from active duty in July 1963. Harry claims the 
highlights of his active duty career were fielding the first Hawk anti-aircraft 
missile system in the Army and when he served as escort officer for a USO 
touring group which included Bob Hope, Oscar Wilde, and Jerry Colona.

Harry continued to serve the Army and his Country as a senior program 
analyst in the Combined Arms Development Activity (CACDA) at Fort 
Leavenworth, KS. Harry retired from federal civil service in 1986, with 43 
years of combined federal service. In retirement, Harry enjoys gardening, 
KU basketball, Royals baseball, and spending time with family.



Citation for Capt. Roger Donlon:

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at 
the risk of his life above and beyond the call of 
duty while defending a U.S. military installation 
against a fierce attack by hostile forces. 

Capt. Donlon was serving as the commanding 
officer of the U.S. Army Special Forces Detach-
ment A-726 at Camp Nam Dong when a rein-
forced Viet Cong battalion suddenly launched a 
full-scale, predawn attack on the camp. During 
the violent battle that ensued, lasting 5 hours and 
resulting in heavy casualties on both sides, Capt. 
Donlon directed the defense operations in the 
midst of an enemy barrage of mortar shells, fall-
ing grenades, and extremely heavy gunfire. Upon 

the initial onslaught, he swiftly marshaled his forces and ordered the re-
moval of the needed ammunition from a blazing building.

He then dashed through a hail of small arms and exploding hand grenades 
to abort a breach of the main gate and quickly annihilated them. Although 
exposed to the intense grenade attack, he then succeeded in reaching a 
60mm mortar position despite sustaining a sever stomach wound as he 
was within 5 years of the gun pit. When he discovered that most of the 
men in this gun pit were also wounded, he completely disregarded his own 
injury, directed their withdrawal to a location 30 meters away, and again 
risked his life by remaining behind and covering the movement with the 
utmost effectiveness. Noticing that his team sergeant was unable to evacu-
ate the gun pit he crawled toward him and while dragging the fallen soldier 
out of the gun pit, an enemy mortar exploded and inflicted a wound in 
Capt. Donlon’s left shoulder. Although suffering from multiple wounds, he 
carried the abandoned 60mm mortar weapon to a new location 30 meters 
away where he found 3 wounded defenders. After administering first aid 
and encouragement to these men, he left the weapon with them, head-
ed toward another position, and retrieved a 57mm recoilless rifle. Then 
with great courage and coolness under fire, he returned to the abandoned 
gun pit, evacuated ammunition for the 2 weapons, and while crawling and 
dragging the urgently needed ammunition, received a third wound on his 
leg by an enemy hand grenade. Despite his critical physical condition, he 
again crawled 175meters to an 81mm mortar position and directed fir-



Bio of Capt. Roger Donlon Continued:

ing operations which protected the seriously threatened east sector of the 
camp. He then moved to an eastern 60mm mortar position and upon de-
termining that the vicious enemy assault had weakened, crawled back to 
the gun pit with the 60mm mortar, set it up for defensive operations, and 
turned it over to 2 defenders with minor wounds. 

Without hesitation, he left this sheltered position and moved from po-
sition to position around the beleaguered perimeter while hurling hand 
grenades at the enemy and inspiring his men to superhuman effort. As he 
bravely continued to move around the perimeter a mortar shell exploded 
wounding him in the face and body. As the long awaited daylight brought 
defeat to the enemy forces ad their retreat back to the jungle leaving be-
hind 54 of their dead, many weapons and grenades, Capt. Donlon imme-
diately reorganized his defenses and administered first aid to the wounded. 
His dynamic leadership, fortitude and valiant efforts inspired not only the 
American personnel but the friendly Vietnamese defenders as well and re-
sulted in the successful defense of the camp. Capt. Donlon’s extraordinary 
heroism, at the risk of his life above  and beyond the call of duty are in the 
highest traditions of the U.S. Army and reflect great credit upon himself 
and the Armed Forces of his country. 



Lucas was destined to be a soldier. When asked 
as a child what he wanted to be when he grew 
up the answer was always, a soldier.  Prior to 
his senior year in high school Lucas joined the 
Army Reserves.  In 2003 he made the decision 
to enter the Army full time and was stationed at 
Fort Wainwright, Alaska.  He became part of the 
1st Battalion, 17th Infantry Regiments, 172nd 
Stryker Brigade Combat Team.  

In August of 2005 Lucas was deployed. As the 
vehicle commander of a Stryker, his job was to 
stand outside the hatch and guard over his guys.  
And that’s what he was doing; he was protecting 
his brothers when he was shot by a sniper out on 
a routine patrol. 

He was killed October 18th, 2005 on his 22nd birthday. Lucas died doing 
what he wanted to do, a true American hero!



Citation for SPC5 Charles Hagemeister: 

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in ac-
tion at the risk of his life above and beyond the 
call of duty. 

While conducting combat operations against a 
hostile force, SPC5 Hagemeister’s platoon sud-
denly came under heavy attack from 3 sides by 
an enemy force occupying well concealed, forti-
fied positions and supported by machine guns 
and mortars. Seeing 2 of his comrades seriously 
wounded in the initial action, SPC5 Hagemeis-
ter unhesitatingly and with total disregard for his 
safety, raced through the deadly hail of enemy 
fire to provide them medical aid. Upon learning 
that the platoon leader and several other sol-

diers also had been wounded, SPC5 Hagemeister continued to brave the 
withering enemy fire and crawled forward to render lifesaving treatment 
and to offer words of encouragement. Attempting to evacuate the seriously 
wounded soldiers, SPC5 Hagemeister was taken under fire at close range 
by an enemy sniper. Realizing that the lives of his fellow soldiers depend-
ed on his actions, SPC5 Hagemeister seized a rifle from a fallen comrade, 
killed the sniper, 3 other enemy soldiers who were attempting to encircle 
his position and silenced an enemy machine gun that covered the area with 
deadly fire. Unable to remove the wounded to a less exposed location and 
aware of the enemy’s efforts to isolate his unit, he dashed through the fusil-
lade of fire to secure help from a nearby platoon. Returning with help, he 
placed men in positions to cover his advance as he moved to evacuate the 
wounded forward of his location. 

These efforts successfully completed, he then moved to the other flank and 
evacuated additional wounded men despite the fact that his every move 
drew fire from the enemy. SPC5 Hagemeister’s repeated heroic and selfless 
actions at the risk of his life saved the lives of many of his comrades and 
inspired their actions in repelling the enemy assault. SPC5 Hagemeister’s 
indomitable courage was in the highest traditions of the U.S. Armed Forces 
and reflect great credit upon himself.



ROLAND P. HAHN, COMMAND SERGEANT 
MAJOR, U.S. ARMY

Command Sergeant Major (Retired) Roland P. 
Hahn, U.S. Army, was born September 20, 1923, 
at Burlington, IA, and died at age 77 on August 
5, 2001, at Leavenworth, KS.  At that time he had 
been married to his wife Rosalie A. Snyder for 
58 years and she survived him until March 2011.  
His three children still survive him:  one son, 
Larry T. Hahn – Lansing, KS; and two daughters, 
Pamela R. Westmoreland and Carol L. Payne – 
Leavenworth, KS.

Command Sergeant Major (CSM) Hahn was cer-
tainly a member of what Tom Brokaw calls “the 
greatest generation” in his book by the same title

After growing up in the long and hardship years 
of the great depression, Roland along with about 16 million other young 
Americans, answered their country’s call and fulfilled the highest duty of 
citizenship  -  that of putting on the uniforms of the United States armed 
services and fighting and winning World War II, a horrible global conflict 
of unprecedented scale.  Roland was of the generation where his father 
fought in World War I, and he followed in World War II.  Like his father, 
Roland was first a true “citizen soldier” – men who voluntarily enlisted 
in the National Guard or active duty units before and during the war and 
were in combat within weeks afterwards.   After the war he became a pro-
fessional career soldier.

When he was in high school, CSM Hahn began what would eventually be 
military career of 30 years when he joined the 113th Cavalry Regiment, 
an Iowa National Guard unit, referred to as the “Red Horse” Cavalry after 
the “rampant Red Horse” symbol on the unit crest.  Until March 1942 the 
Red Horse was an actual horse cavalry unit.  Roland was happy when the 
horses were replaced by mechanized armored vehicles.  However, before 
this happened, Roland’s Red Horse unit, with its horses, were mobilized as 
the “war clouds” were looming and transferred in January 1941 to Camp 
Bowie at Brownwood, Texas.

During the mobilization and training for shipment overseas, Roland went 
from Camp Bowie, Texas in March 1943, then to Camp Hood, Texas de-
parting in November 1943 for Camp Livingston, Texas for field maneuvers, 
then finally to Camp Polk, Louisiana.  During this period, Roland and the 
Red Horse Cavalry participated in the famed “Louisiana Maneuvers”, one 
of the premier training events for how the United States would fight World 
War II.



Bio of Roland P. Hahn Continued:
A few months after his twentieth birthday and his marriage to Rosalie in 
December 1943, Roland shipped out from Fort Polk in January 1944 for 
the east coast for transport by troop ship from Boston to Glasgow, Scot-
land.  The Red Horse Regiment then moved to Camp Lobscombe, near 
Salisbury, England.  After fine tuning their training and organization, Ro-
land was ready to invade Europe as a young Non-Commissioned Officer 
(NCO) in charge of one of six assault guns in Troop E, 125th Squadron, 
113th Cavalry Group, Mechanized (the Red Horse).

After crossing the English Channel, Roland landed on Omaha Beach, 
France on June 29, 1944 (D-Day plus 23 days).  There he witnessed a lot 
of destroyed equipment and wreckage still left from D-Day.  For the next 
10 months, Roland and the Red Horse moved about 800 miles that in-
volved almost daily combat actions, most of which was in support of the 
XIX Corps under General Simpson’s Ninth Army.

On September 2, 1944, Roland and the Red Horse men were one of the first 
units to cross into Belgium in the vicinity of Tournai, Belgium.  The heavy 
fighting in Belgium was heroically culminated when Roland and the Red 
Horse Cavalry helped win the “Battle of the Bugle” and restored the front 
lines from December 1944 to January 1945.  Then the challenge for Roland 
and the Red Horse Cavalry was to get across the Rhine River into Germa-
ny’s heartland.  This they did on March 31, 1945, by crossing the Rhine at 
Wesel, Germany

The Red Horse men then advanced rapidly across Germany racing toward 
the Elbe River to meet the Russian army.  In the process, they liberated a 
slave labor camp (similar to a concentration camp) in the foothills of the 
Harz Mountains.  After such a heroic advance across Germany, on April 
29, 1945, Roland’s unit, the 125th Squadron, was sent on a mission to es-
tablish contact with the Russian forces.  In doing this, Roland’s squadron 
was the furthest east at that time of any allied forces in the entire northern 
portion of Germany.  This historic meeting occurred between members of 
the Red Horse and the Russian 121st Infantry Division at Apollensdorf, 
Germany.  With the war being over at midnight, May 8, 1945, Roland and 
the Red Horse men went into garrison at Freidberg, Germany.  To his cred-
it during the war, Roland had demonstrated his leadership abilities to the 
extent that he was selected to be the First Sergeant of his Troop E before 
the end of the war.  It is also admirable that he was able to remain with his 
Troop E throughout the entire time in combat.

For Roland and the Red Horse Cavalry, it was the end of a long hard trail 
that stretched over 800 miles from the original landing at Omaha Beach in 
Normandy.



Bio of Roland P. Hahn Continued:
It had been a road of trial and triumph, and a path of bitterness, blood, 
and death.  The Red Horse men who stood then on the banks of the his-
toric Elbe were among those that had survived 309 days of actual combat, 
destroyed or captured over 600 tanks, armored cars, halftracks, and mis-
cellaneous other vehicles, had taken 21,599 prisoners, and overrun scores 
of enemy installations, supply depots, airfields, and ammunition factories.  
This unit’s motto, “our liberties we prize, and our rights we will maintain”, 
was taken from that of the unit’s home state of Iowa.  It was never more 
fitting, nor aptly represented in fulfillment, than by the heroes of the im-
mortal 113th Red Horse Cavalry.

After spending a few months on occupation duty in Germany, Roland re-
turned to his beloved U.S.A. where he was stationed to Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas.  After returning from the war and reuniting with his beautiful 
bride, Rosalie, he decided to become a professional career soldier, which he 
did very well and raised a fine family in that time.  Continuing in his army 
career from before and after World War II until his retirement on Septem-
ber 1, 1969, Roland rose in rank to Command Sergeant Major, the highest 
rank for an enlisted soldier.  This accomplishment certainly attests to the 
confidence and trust that his commanding officers along the way had in 
him as well as the respect and admiration that his subordinate enlisted 
personnel had for him.  Of course, most importantly, knowing Roland as 
his family and friends did, there was no doubt that his primary concern 
always was for the care and welfare of his men.

It is fitting to conclude this paper by quoting the final paragraph from his 
eulogy.  “Roland, we are honored to salute you this last time and are most 
thankful and appreciative for your patriotic service and selfless sacrifices 
during World War II.  We admire your dedication and steadfastness for 
serving 23 more years in the army after the war.  The fellow veterans here 
today cherish your membership and contributions to our brotherhood of 
veterans.  We can all say a very “well done” in all the many facets of your 
lifetime.  We cherish the time we had with you here on earth and are com-
forted by the memories that we will carry forward.  Rest in peace, our most 
valiant one.



Ricky M. Harris was just barely 18 years old when 
he enlisted in the United Stated Army in Febru-
ary of 1971. At the reception station he took his 
physical examinations and battery of tests. Once 
all testing was completed, he was informed that 
he qualified for West Point. The commitment in-
cluded a 6-year enlistment along with a promise 
to not marry for 4 years. He knew at that time 
that the military was not going to be a career for 
him, so he declined the offer.

He spent his basic training at Ft. Leonard Wood, 
Missouri and then continued on to his advanced 
training at Ft. Polk, Louisiana. His military occu-
pation specialty was 76Y20, Armorer and Supply 
Specialist. A few short months later, at the begin-
ning of 1972, he was stationed at Bien   Hoa in 

Vietnam, submerged in the Vietnam War. Shortly later he was transferred 
to Saigon, Vietnam to finish his tour.  While serving his country, he re-
ceived letters solely from his mother. Late in the year of 1972 he finished 
his tour and returned home. Rick spent the remainder of his enlistment at 
Ft. Hood Texas and returned home to his family in February 1974. He was 
just 21 years old. 

When asked to offer words to express his memories, his reply was, “It made 
a man out of a boy, and it instilled patriotism in me.” Rick went on to marry 
his childhood sweetheart in May of 1975. They made a life together with 3 
daughters and 8 grandchildren. 



Ronald D. Harrod:

Born in 1947 and raised in Leavenworth, Ron-
ald is the second of six children. He graduated 
in 1965. After High School Ronald attended 
Kansas State University and was drafted into 
the Army in 1968. Schooled as an Artillery 
man Ronald went to Vietnam and spent time 
there from August 1968 to September 1969. He 
worked as Chief Computer in the Fire Direction 
Center of a 155MM Self Propelled Howitzer 
Battery (C 6/8 Artillery) attached to the Big Red 
One. After the war he married Linda Cline and 
finished a bachelor of Landscape Architecture 
Degree in 1974. After graduation he worked 
for the Army as a civilian for the Corps of En-
gineers. He retired from Fort Leavenworth in 
2006 with over 30 years of service. Ronald has 
two daughters and two granddaughters. 



LTC (ret) David Raymond Hazels began his 
journey in the United States Army in January 
1967, when he was drafted during the Vietnam 
War.  He enlisted and went through boot camp 
at Ft. Bliss, TX.  

He was then accepted to OCS at Ft. Sill, OK, 
where he was commissioned to 2LT.   He served 
his 21 years at Ft. Bliss TX; Ft. Sherman Pana-
ma Canal Zone; Vietnam; Ft. Benning GA; Ft. 
Bragg NC; Ft. Sill OK; Ft. Sherdian ILL; The 
Middle East attached to the UN; Ft. Campbell 
KY; Schofield BK Hawaii; Korea; Norfork VA; 
and Ft. Leavenworth KS where he retired in De-
cember 1987.  

He was a dedicated officer and highly decorated 
for his service in the US Army.  



Edwin C. Hofstetter, from Natoma, Kansas, en-
tered the military December 10, 1942 at Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas.   He was assigned to the 
Army’s 103rd Infantry Division in Company M 
as a heavy weapons crewman.  He spent one 
year at Camp Claiborne in Louisiana. After ba-
sic training he was a Private First Class for 5 
months before being promoted to a Corporal.  
Three months later he was promoted to Staff 
Sergeant and served as a Squad Leader for nine 
months.  Later he was promoted and served as 
a Section Leader for eight months.  He went to 
Camp Howze in Gainesville, Texas for several 
months of maneuvers. In the fall of 1944 his 
whole division traveled to New York where the 
15,000 soldiers in the 103rd division boarded 
ships on 10/6/1944 to travel overseas. There 

were terrible storms while they were at sea.  The storms were so bad that 
they could not see the sister ships sailing next to them.  It took them 14 
days to sail to Marseilles, France. 
 
Staff Sergeant, Edwin Hofstetter served in the European Theater of Oper-
ations for eleven months.  As a Squad Leader he had charge of a sixteen 
man section which was comprised of two gun crews. It was his job to go 
to the front line and phone back to tell his squad where to shoot the big 81 
millimeter mortars.  

While over seas he walked across the Rhine River in Germany.  The bridge 
was blown-up so they walked from boat to boat to get across.  He also 
walked across the Danube River in Innsbruck, Austria.  That bridge was 
still intact.  There were many close calls for Edwin along the way but he 
survived the war with no serious injuries.
 
His unit was transferred to the 45th Division.  In the fall of 1945 they were 
scheduled to ship out to Japan.  One evening before they shipped out he 
heard men from other units whooping and shouting.  The war was over! 
Instead of sailing to Japan he and his unit came home. 
 
Edwin was honorably discharged from Company M of the 157th Infan-
try on 11/16/1945.  He received the following medals:  American Theater 
Campaign Medal; World War II Victory Medal; EAME Campaign Medal 
with two Bronze Stars; and a Good Conduct Medal.



George Huvendick was born January 31, 1922 in 
New Haven, Missouri to Edwin and Edna Hu-
vendick. He net his soul mate, Marjory in 1943 
and they were married in 1944. George proud-
ly served as a Navy aviator in World War II. He 
took primary flight training at the Olathe Na-
val flight school in 1943. He was commissioned 
as a Navy Officer in 1944 and was assigned to 
a squadron in the pacific theater flying various 
types of aircraft.

His squadron remained lifelong friends and en-
joyed many reunions. After his honorable dis-
charge from the Navy, George graduated from 
the University of Kansas with a degree in engi-
neering.

He and Marge would make their home in Leavenworth/Lansing for the 
next 70 years.

Marge taught school and George worked for Missouri Valley Steele until 
1975 when it was destroyed in a fire. George started a new company, Mis-
souri Valley Fabricators where he worked until his retirement. 

George was a born leader and true gentleman always ready to lend a hand 
an offer a smile. George was very active in giving back to his community. 
He was a lifelong member of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church. He served as 
president of the Jaycees, president of the Lions club and attended weekly 
meetings for over 50 years. A big part of the Huvendick’s lives were spon-
soring Portuguese Officers and their families in the Allied Officers Pro-
gram. They made several trips to Portugal and he was even honored with 
knighthood by the Portuguese army. 

George was appointed as a county commissioner for the Kansas City Area 
Transportation Authority. He held that position for over 40 years. He was 
elected as chairman twice. In May 2015 he participated in the Honor Flight 
Program as a honored guest touring the World War Two and other me-
morials in Washington, DC. Golf was a big part of his life and he was a life 
member of the Leavenworth Country Club. Working out was a lifelong 
endeavor. George enjoyed with pride his daily workouts. George touched 
many lives and those that knew him are better having known him.



Leonard L. “Dutch” Lange, Army Air Force, 
1944-1945   4th Gp, 14th Combat Cargo Squad-
ron Army Pilot training Army Air Corp, 1942- 
Feb, 1944

Leonard L. “Dutch” Lange entered the Army in 
October of 1942 and began flight training to be-
come a pilot with duty stations at Hicks Field, 
Perrin Field, Ellington Field, Laughlin Field and 
Bowman Field, graduating in February, 1944, 
Class 44-B.  His initial training was on the B-26, 
however when they were phased out of service, 
he was transitioned into C-46 and C-47’s.  

As a pilot in the Army Air Corps/Army Air Force 
in 1944-1945, flying a C-46, Leonard served in 
the China/Burma/India (CBI) Theatre.  Duties 

included supplying the British Eighth Army in Burma and Agartala, then 
on to Chittagong and Myitkyina.  From there he flew the “Hump” to Kun-
ming, China, a total of 60+ round trips. Flying the “Hump” was extremely 
dangerous and flights were at night using instruments only. 3,000 allied 
transport and tactical aircraft were lost among the jagged peaks of the Hi-
malaya Mountains, including Leonard’s plane flown by his co-pilot one fate 
full night.  78,000 tons went over the “Hump” in the peak month of July.  
These downed aircraft made an aluminum trail over the “Hump” as the 
Himalayas were called.  The terrible weather and rugged terrain posed as 
constant a danger as the Japanese fighters and bombers.  

Captain Leonard L. Lange received the Distinguished Flying Cross with 6 
Oak Leaf Clusters; The Air Medal with 4 Oak Leaf Clusters; WWII Victo-
ry Medal; Asiatic Pacific Theatre Ribbon; American Theatre Ribbon; Chi-
na War Memorial Medal from Chiang Kai-Shek.  Leonard married Edna 
Marie Parks Lange prior to joining the Army in 1942 and they celebrated 
life together for 60 years while raising 2 daughters, Linda Lange Kelty and 
Wendy Lange Scheidt.



Mack was born in Omaha, Nebraska on 
May 27, 1928.  Mack’s first job was shining 
shoes on street corners and he took all the 
money he earned home to his family. Mack 
left home at the age of 15 and joined the 
Merchant Marines.  At age 18, Mack joined 
the Army and spent 27 ½ years serving his 
country, was highly decorated and awarded 
the Bronze Star during the Korean Conflict.  
Mack fought for his country as a tank com-
mander.  Mack was awarded many medals 
for rescuing soldiers that were trapped by 
enemy fire. Mack retired from the Army in 
1973 as a Regular Army Chief Warrant Offi-
cer, grade 3. 

Mack was a life member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Post 56 
(past All American Commander), Fraternal Order of Eagles, Post 55 
and the American Legion, Post 23.  

Leavenworth has been home to the McCann family.  Mack, his wife 
Donna and three sons, Francis (Mick), Mike and Dan since 1959 
when Mack was first assigned to Fort Leavenworth. 



Sergeant Roger A. McCombs was 17 years old 
when he signed his contract to enlist in the 
Unites States Army. He enrolled in the delayed 
entry program, and in June of 1986, married 
with a child on the way, he officially left for basic 
training at Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri. Roger 
continued his advanced training at Ft. Leonard 
Wood. His military occupation specialty was 
12Bravo Combat Engineer. 

After completing training, Roger was stationed 
at Ft. Polk, Louisiana. During his 3 years at Ft. 
Polk, he and his wife welcomed their two chil-
dren into the world. Foundational family mem-
ories would soon be behind them as they relo-
cated their family to Furth, Germany. Having his 
family, his youth, and his military career, Roger 

was ready when he was called for deployment.  

In December of 1990, he was called to serve in the Desert Storm war. He 
was 22 years old and deployed to Saudi Arabia.  There he spent 2 months 
until he was relocated to Iraq in February of 1991. He would soon be re-
united with his family upon completing his tour in May.  After spending 
three years in Germany, Roger’s family was reassigned back in the United 
States at Ft. Hood, Texas. His 18 months in Ft. Hood would eventually 
come to an end as well as his marriage.

When asked what he learned the most from his military experience, Roger 
replied, “Perseverance, attention to detail, and anything is possible.” Roger 
lives with his wife and 2 children. He has two grown children with families 
of their own and 3 grandchildren.



1st. Lt. Henry Meier was born in Indianapolis, 
Indiana July 1929.  He joined the United States 
Marine Corps in July 1953 shortly after graduat-
ing from the University of Cincinnati with a de-
gree in Architecture and just prior to the truce 
being signed in Korea.  Meier completed Offi-
cer Candidate Course at Quantico Virginia and 
was commissioned a 2nd. Lt. on December 11, 
1953 at Geiger Hall.  After Christmas leave, he 
attended Officer Basic Course 1-54 in January 
1954 and graduated in June 1953 (113 of a class 
of 424) assigned MOS 0300, Engineer.

At the time, the Marine Corps was not running 
separate schools for engineers and sent him and 
the other engineers to Camp Pendleton, CA for 
what was then called Duty Under Instruction.  

There they learned how to actually operate all the heavy engineer equip-
ment in the Corps inventory – from road graders to bulldozers.  This lasted 
from July to October 1954.

On the 10th of October, 2nd. Lt. Meier reported to the 3rd Engineer Bat-
talion at Camp Okubo, Japan.  Back then it wasn’t just a one day long plane 
flight.  It took 10 days to travel from California to his unit on Okinawa.  
Upon arrival, Meier was assigned the usual duties of a young officer on 
the battalion staff like Camp fire Marshall, Battalion Police Officer, and 
Mess Officer – all while helping to construct new facilities at the expanding 
White Beach Okinawa area.  Many of these facilities can still be seen in use 
today.

Meier was promoted to 1st. Lt. on July 1 1955 and given command of First 
Platoon, C Company, 3d Engineer Battalion on July 6, 1955.  Although 
the truce had been signed in Korea, the Marines were continuing to train 
for deployment to the Korean peninsula while continuing to expand the 
facilities on Okinawa.

Throughout 1955, the United States continued to downsize the military as 
the Korean truce seemed to be holding.  As a result, 1st Lt Meier’s active 
duty service obligation was shortened and he was released and returned 
home to Indianapolis, Indiana in November of 1955.



Lieutenant Colonel (promotable) Melanie Mei-
er graduated from the University of Kansas in 
1989, as a Distinguished Military Graduate with 
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics. In 1990, 
she began active duty as an Army Air Defense 
artillery officer with the 31st Air Defense Ar-
tillery Brigade in Fort Hood, Texas and in 1994 
transferred to Military Intelligence serving in 
Seoul, Korea in the Eighth US Army G2 and the 
501st Military Intelligence Brigade. As a captain 
in Korea, she earned her Masters of Science de-
gree in Management. 

In 1997, while in Korea, LTC Meier transferred 
to the Army Reserve. She was mobilized im-
mediately after 9-11 for Operation Noble Eagle 
with the US Army Corps of Engineers and re-
ported to Fort Hamilton in New York for recov-
ery operations.

Fort Hamilton in New York for recovery operations. LTC Meier then spent 
a year on active duty with the Trans Atlantic Program branch of the Corps 
of Engineers that coordinates contracting in the Middle East and Africa. 
In 2005, LTC Meier went on active duty again in response to Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita in New Orleans as part of military relief operations.  

In 2008, LTC Meier was elected to the Kansas House of Representatives, 
and shortly after being sworn in was called up for active duty in Iraq. She 
served as the Inspector General for Combined Operating Base Adder in 
southern Iraq from February 2009 to January 2010.  Once LTC Meier’s tour 
of duty was complete in January 2010, she resumed her duties at the State 
House and was re-elected in November 2010 and November 2012. 

In 2010, LTC Meier transferred to the Kansas National Guard as the Com-
mand Inspector General and then the Rear Detachment Commander for 
the 35th Infantry Division. She deployed to Kosovo as the Military As-
sistant to the NATO Kosovo Forces Commander in 2014. She graduated 
from the US Army War College in 2015 with a Masters of Science in Stra-
tegic Studies. In 2016, LTC Meier transferred to the Ready Reserves after 
27 years of service.

Her civilian career included tours of duty as a Department of Defense Se-
curity Specialist in Korea, Washington DC and Fort Riley, Kansas over a 
span of six years. She as served as a Defense Contractor Military Analyst at 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas since 2003.

Among her military awards, LTC Meier has earned the Bronze Star for 
combat service in Iraq and the Defense Meritorious Service Medal for ser-
vice with NATO peacekeeping forces in Kosovo.



Military Working Dogs

Dogs have accompanied soldiers into battle since 
Roman times; however, the US Military did not 
begin to use dogs significantly in any capacity 
until 1943. During the later part of WWII dogs 
served as casualty dogs locating wounded troops 
on the battlefields, as sentries and attack dogs 
they protected American assets and troops, as 
silent scout dogs they warned their handlers of 
the presence of the enemy, they served as mes-
sengers and pack dogs carrying up to 40 pounds 
of  weapons and ammunition and as sled dogs 
they located downed members of the Army Air 
Force in snowy climates. 

The number of military working dogs decreased 
significantly after WWII, gradually increasing in numbers during Korea 
and Vietnam. Unfortunately until after the end of the Vietnam War there 
was no policy in place to bring these valiant dogs home after their war 
time service and many were simply left behind in country. In fact, at the 
end of the Vietnam War military working dogs that had completed their 
service were considered too dangerous to adopt and were routinely put 
down. Now all MWDs return to their home base with their handlers. The 
handlers have a mantra-“Where I go, my dog goes and where my dog goes 
I go”.

Thanks to the passage of Robby’s Law in 2000, all retired military working 
dogs, if suitable, are now allowed to be adopted. Most retired MWDs (90%) 
are adopted by their current or former handlers. As part of the National 
Defense Bill in 2016 injured handlers are now given priority in adopting 
their four legged battle buddies.

Today MWDs remain an integral part of all branches of the US Military, 
continuing to serve side by side with their handlers protecting our freedom 
as Quiet American Heroes. 

Sources: The Quiet Americans: A History of Military Working Dogs by 
SSgt, Tracy English, 15 December 2000, Office of History, 37th Training 
Wing, Lackland AFB, TX. and USWarDogs.org.



COL James T. Pittman served in the US Army 
for 26 ½ years from Jun 1964 through December 
1990.  Below is a brief chronological summary of 
his Army career:

COL Pittman graduated from West Point in June 
1964 and was commissioned as a Second Lieu-
tenant in the US Army Field Artillery.  Following 
graduation he completed Airborne and Ranger 
schools, he was assigned to Ft Lewis Washington 
as a Launcher Platoon Leader in 1st Bn @0th FA 
(Honest John).  In the fall of 1965 he was de-
ployed to the Republic of Vietnam with the 1st 
Bn, 30th FA (155).  During this tour Colonel Pit-
tman served as a forward observer with the Re-
public of Korea “Tiger” Division; as an Artillery 
Liaison with the Vietnamese Airborne Brigade: 

and as the Executive Officer of a firing battery. Returning to the United 
States in the fall of 1966, COL Pittman was assigned to 1st Bn, 320th FA 
(Airborne) where he served as the battalion adjutant and as a firing battery 
commander.  He completed the Field Artillery Advanced Course in spring 
of 1968 and was immediately deployed to the Republic of Vietnam for his 
second combat tour, where he served as the battalion fire direction officer 
(assistant S3) and as Commander, Btry C, 5th Bn 4th Arty.  Upon return 
from his second tour in RVN, COL Pittman completed a graduate degree 
program at Georgia Institute of Technology., followed by completion of the 
US Army Command and General Staff College (CGSC) in 1973.  COL Pitt-
man served 3 years on the staff of CGSC and was then deployed to the Fed-
eral Republic of Germany for duty with the 56th FA Brigade (Pershing), 
first as the brigade Inspector General and then as Executive Officer of 1st 
Bn, 81st FA Bn (Pershing).  Returning to CONUS in 1979, COL Pittman 
reported to the US Army Concepts Analysis Agency (CAA) in Bethesda 
Maryland for duty as a Military Operations Research Analyst.  In 1980, 
COL Pittman was selected to serve as Battalion Commander of the 2nd Ba-
sic Combat Training Battalion at Fort McClellan, Al.  Following his tenure 
as Battalion Commander, COL Pittman attended and completed the Air 
War College at Maxwell AFB, Al.  In 1986 COL Pittman was assigned to Ft 
Leavenworth, Ks for duty as a Senior Operations Research Analyst with the 
TRADOC Analysis Command (TRAC).  COL Pittman finished his Army 
career as the Senior Army Advisor for the 102nd Army Reserve Command 
in St Louis, MO in Dec 1990.



Bio of COL James T. Pittman Continued:

Awards and decorations earned by COL Pittman include:

Legion of Merit (3 awards)
Bronze Star Medal (2 awards)
Meritorious Service Medal (4 awards)
Army Commendation Medal with V Device
Army Commendation Medal (2 awards)
National Defense Service Medal 
Army Service Ribbon
Overseas Service Ribbon 
Armed Forces Reserve Medal
Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross Unit Citation with Palm
Vietnam Campaign Medal Vietnam Service Medal with 7 Campaign Stars 
Ranger Tab 
Parachutist Badge



Ursula Sue Nunn Polk was born on Dec. 20, 1952 
at Ft. Hood, TX, to Howard and Ilse (Kalmering) 
Nunn. As a child, she lived in Turkey and Ger-
many. 

Ursula was salutatorian of Jacksonville, AR High 
School Class of 1971. On June 5, 1974, she mar-
ried 2nd Lieutenant Freddy Lee Polk in West 
Point, NY. In 1975, she graduated with honors 
from the University of Central Arkansas where 
she had majored in Political Science. In 1976, she 
received her commission as 2nd Lieutenant in 
the US Army. The Polks were stationed in Ger-
many where Ursula gave birth to their daughter, 
Jessica Marie, on Aug. 22, 1980. 

Ursula received her Master’s degree in Public Ad-
ministration from American University, 

Washington, DC in 1983. She graduated with distinction and was admitted 
to the National Honor Society for Public Administration. Ursula and her 
husband were stationed at West Point, NY where both served as Assistant 
Professors at the US Military Academy. She was one of the first women to 
teach at USMA. During that assignment, Ursula gave birth to their son, 
John Edward Ronald, on May 19, 1985.

The Polks were stationed in Panama and participated in Operation Just 
Cause of 1989. Ursula participated in both the planning and the execution 
of the operation and became one of the first post-Vietnam female soldiers 
to earn a combat patch. In 1990, Ursula attended the Command and Gen-
eral Staff College at Ft. Leavenworth and served as an instructor in Strategy 
the following year. Her final rank was Lieutenant Colonel in the US Army 
Reserve.

Ursula was a committed advocate of St. Paul Lutheran Church and School, 
Leavenworth, KS. She extolled the value of education and served as Pres-
ident of the Parent Teacher League. Ursula was a member of the school 
board and other committees in the church. After she received her teaching 
certificate from Avila University, Ursula taught Government, Economics, 
and International Relations at Immaculata High School, Leavenworth, KS. 
She was also on the Board of Directors of Iron Tree Research, Inc., Lansing, 
KS.

LTC (USAR) Ursula S. Nunn Polk passed away on June 26, 2005, aged 52. 
She is buried in Leavenworth National Cemetery. 



Millard A. (Mickey) Pope was born in St. Joseph, 
MO, December 25, 1925.  As a child, he moved 
with his family to Platte City, MO, where he lived 
the rest of his life.  Immediately following grad-
uation from Platte City High School, he enlist-
ed in the United States Army, completed basic 
training at Fort Hood, Texas, and shipped out to 
Korea where he served out his enlistment.  On 
his return, he married Dora Lavon Cox in 1949 
and was the father of one son, Marty Pope.  He 
continued his public service by serving the Platte 
City Volunteer Fire Department as a fireman and 
as Fire Chief.  Mickey spent the majority of his 
life working hard for Coffee Oil, Ferrelgas Pro-
pane, and Beverly Lumber.  He loved to play the 
saxophone, coach baseball, fish the Platte River, 
hunt for mushrooms, and observe people in gen-
eral.  He died November 5, 2012. 



Cody Matthew Richardson was born on October 
27, 1995.  He was the second son born to Kelly 
and Mary Margaret Richardson.  Cody grew up 
in the small town of Louisburg, Kansas with his 
parents, his brother, Todd, and a younger sister, 
Makenzie.  He attended Queen of the Holy Ro-
sary Wea Catholic School from preschool to 8th 
grade.  Cody attended Louisburg High School, 
and graduated in May of 2014.

As a young boy, Cody always wanted to be a 
“soldier”.  He couldn’t wait for the day he was old 
enough to join the United States Army.  Cody 
spent his young life enjoying the outdoors often 
on his grandparents’ farm with his many cous-
ins.  He also enjoyed many days fishing with his 
dad.  

As Cody grew older, he became interested in running track.  As a middle 
schooler Cody set many records at Queen of the Holy Rosary School in 
Bucyrus Kansas. He continued running track through his sophomore year 
in high school.  Cody began playing in paintball scenarios in 8th grade.  He 
enjoyed the competition as well as the strategies they used.

Cody began working for the Louisburg School District in August of 2012.  
After graduating in May of 2014, Cody continued working through the 
summer and preparing for the ASVAB.  He finally received word he was 
accepted into the United States Army and would be leaving for boot camp 
in Fort Benning, Georgia on December 28 of 2014.

Cody graduated from boot camp in April of 2015.  He received his orders 
to Fort Carson Colorado.  Cody, being an outdoorsman loved Colorado.  
He felt truly blessed to be stationed in such a beautiful place.  While Cody 
was serving in Colorado, he went to Fort Knox Kentucky to train the West-
Point Cadets for 4 months.  He also attended the National Training Center 
in Fort Irwin, California to prepare for deployment in the Middle East.

In May of 2016, Cody volunteered to deploy to Afghanistan to assist the 
troops that were already there.  Cody was looking forward to putting his 
training to use on his upcoming deployment.  He was promoted to Spe-
cialist on July 16, 2016, and left for Afghanistan two days later on July 18.  
Cody continues to serve his country in Helmand’s Province, Afghanistan. 
He is due to return to the states in November of 2016. 



Colonel Rolf was commissioned a 2LT of Ar-
mor from the United States Military Academy in 
1970.  Upon completion of the Armor Officer Basic 
Course, Colonel Rolf was assigned to B Company 
2nd Battalion, 8th Infantry at Ft. Carson, Colorado.  
There he served as a Platoon Leader for six months 
honing his tactical and technical knowledge while 
leading soldiers.

In October 1971, Colonel Rolf was then assigned to 
B Company and E Company 1st Battalion, 46th In-
fantry at DaNang, Vietnam as a Platoon Leader and 
Recon Platoon leader for 8 months.  During this 
combat tour, COL Rolf conducted platoon level op-
erations in support of defeating North Vietnamese 
Army aggression in South Vietnam. 

In July 1972, following his outstanding service in 
Vietnam, Colonel Rolf was assigned to A Troop 
1st Squadron, 1st Squadron, 10th Cavalry at Ft. 

Carson, Colorado where he served as a Platoon Leader and Troop Executive 
Officer for 11 months.  He then served as a Squadron Assistant S-3 for four 
months.  During these two assignments, COL Rolf conducted superb tank 
gunnery and field training exercises that enhanced the training and combat 
readiness of his unit.

In November 1974, Colonel Rolf was then assigned as Commander A Com-
pany 4th Battalion, 64th Armor at Aschaffenburg Federal Republic of Ger-
many.  Colonel Rolf commanded his Tank Company for 16 months before 
subsequently assuming command of the 3rd Brigade, 3rd Infantry Division 
Headquarters and Headquarters Company. During both of these company 
commands, COL Rolf demonstrated his tactical and technical knowledge by 
surpassing Army Training Evaluation Program (ARTEP) standards.  He fo-
cused his efforts on teaching, coaching and mentoring his soldiers.

Following his extremely successful Company Commands in Aschfenberg, 
Federal Republic of Germany, Colonel Rolf completed the Infantry Officer 
Advanced Course at Ft. Benning, Georgia in 1978.  He was subsequently as-
signed to the U.S. Army Military Academy at West Point, New York.  During 
his tour at West Point, Colonel Rolf served for 24 months as a Mathematics 
Instructor and 13 months as an Assistant Professor in the West Point Depart-
ment of Mathematics.  During his West point assignment, Colonel Rolf pro-
vided exceptional Mathematics instruction to the Army Cadets.  Additionally, 
COL Rolf served as Platoon tactics and Platoon Patrolling Evaluator during 
summer training for West Point cadets.

In July 1984, following completion of the U.S. Army Command and General 
Staff Officer’s Course at Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas, he served for 15 months as 
the 2nd ACR Regimental Adjutant in Nuremberg, Germany.



Bio of COL Rolf Continued:
He then became the Squadron Executive Officer for 1st Squadron, 2nd Ar-
mored Cavalry Regiment at Bindlach, Federal Republic of Germany for 21 
months.  During this assignment, Colonel Rolf ensured the Squadron enjoyed 
exceptional maintenance and supply readiness during garrison operations and 
field training exercises. During his 21-month tenure as a Squadron Executive 
Officer his noteworthy achievements included excellent Tank gunnery train-
ing events and numerous successful Border Guard missions that eventually led 
to the collapse of the Soviet Union.

In August 1987, Colonel Rolf then became the 1st Infantry Division G-3 
Multi-Purpose Range Complex (MPRC) systems manager at Ft. Riley, Kansas 
for 10 months. His successful Battalion Command of the 1st Battalion, 34th 
Armor at Ft. Riley, Kansas   between June 1988 and June 1990 demonstrated 
his considerable leadership, tactical and technical skills. He led his battalion 
through a highly successful National Training Center (NTC) rotation and par-
ticipated in the last REFORGER exercise in the Federal Republic of Germany.  
His warfighting skills and interest in soldier training and welfare were hall-
marks of his command
 
In June 1990 until June 1992, Colonel Rolf was a Staff Group Leader for CAS3 
at Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas.  During this assignment, Colonel Rolf provided 
critical staff officer training to over 300 Army Captains.  His training expertise 
prepared these company grade officers to accomplish tough staff officer tasks 
throughout the Army and earned him induction into the CAS3 Hall of Fame. 

In July 1992, Colonel Rolf attended the U.S. Army War College at Carlisle 
Barracks, Pennsylvania.  After graduating from the War College, Colonel Rolf 
then remained at the U.S. Army War College and became the Director of Gen-
eral Officer thru Distance Education Programs and Educational Technology 
for 5 ½ years.  During this assignment, COL Rolf contributed to the higher 
cognitive level of education for over 400 U.S. Army Colonels.  His educational 
expertise provided significant operational and strategic learning objectives re-
quired by senior U.S. Army officers.

From August 1997 and continuing after his retirement from active duty  in July 
2001, Colonel Rolf served as the Director of Educational Technology at the U.S. 
Army Command and General Staff College (CGSC), Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas.  
In his capacity as Director of Educational  Technology, COL Rolf ’s notewor-
thy achievements include upgrading the CGSC student classroom computer 
and video capabilities to include implementing TRADOC classroom XXI and 
distance learning programs.  He was instrumental in the integration of tech-
nology into the curriculum and establishing a strategic information plan for 
the Command and General Staff College. He continued to serve as the CGSC 
G6 as a Department of the Army civilian until retiring from federal service on 
1 August 2016.

Having served his country for over 50 years of combined active duty and civil-
ian federal service, Colonel Rolf now lives on a small farm near Leavenworth, 
Ks and continues to serve the community and spend time with his family.



Lieutenant Colonel Steven R. Scholtz proudly 
served his country from May 1979 (when he was 
commissioned as an Army Office, Armor Branch, 
at University of Vermont) until September 2002. 
He was a Cold War and Gulf War veteran who 
served with distinction in CONUS and Europe 
before retiring and becoming an instructor at 
the U.S. Command and General Staff College at 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. In addition to being 
a proud and loyal family man, Steven earned six 
Army Meritorious Service Medals, Joint Com-
mendation Medal and four Army Commenda-
tion Medals. 



Pete, as he was known to his many friends 
and family, was born on September 1, 1936 in 
Mt. Pleasant, Michigan to Theo and Elizabeth 
(Hunter) Sowle.  Pete grew up in Grand Rap-
ids, and graduated from Catholic Central High 
School in Grand Rapids, MI in 1955.  

As a young man in second grade he met a class-
mate, Jeannie Dennis.  Little did they know that 
they would spend the rest of their lives togeth-
er….as playground playmates, neighbors, class 
mates, sweethearts and eventually husband and 
wife.

In high school he enjoyed playing football under 
his Dad (Ted Sowle) as his coach.  The football 
team at Catholic Central High was the winnin-
gest team in the state under Coach Ted…. and 
Pete was very proud of the legacy he played un-
der.

After high school, Pete attended Central Michigan University where he 
graduated in early 1960.  Only a few days after graduation he married Jean-
nie Dennis and began a beautiful marriage of over 50 years.  

In April, 1960 Pete joined the Army as an MP.  During his military ca-
reer he fought in Vietnam (1967-1968), was stationed at Fort Leavenworth 
three times and spent numerous years at various military posts as a Mil-
itary Police Officer.  He received a Masters Degree in Criminology from 
Fort Sam Houston State University in 1972, and graduated from CGSC, 
class of ’75. After a five year tour in Germany, his last assignment was at 
Fort Leavenworth as the Deputy Commander at the Disciplinary Barracks.

Pete retired as a Lieutenant Colonel in July, 1985 from the Army and began 
a successful 16 year career in real estate with Reilly and Sons.  In his second 
career he served the community of Leavenworth County with passion and 
enthusiasm, and gained many new friendships.

Through the years, Pete and Jeannie had five children, and eventually 7 
grandchildren.  Family was the most important aspect of his life.  Time 
spent with family on his boat, celebrating birthdays, or simply a quiet din-
ner were all enjoyed with gusto and an appreciation for life.

Pete passed away in December 2013 after a short battle with AML, a form 
of leukemia associated with Agent Orange exposure.  His humor, wise 
words of encouragement to his grandchildren, and sincere efforts to help 
others will be missed.



SFC Robert W. Stephenson 1921-1976
Robert W. Stephenson entered active military 
service in the early 1940s as WWII was raging in 
Europe and the Pacific.  Initially in the National 
Guard, his unit was “federalized” and prepared 
for deployment to the European theater.  As a 
member of the 35th Infantry Division, he partic-
ipated in post-Normandy invasion operations of 
the 3rd US Army under General George Patton.  
During this period, he was wounded in action 
and later received a purple heart and bronze star 
(V device) for gallantry “for attacking an ene-
my machine gun in an open field without cover.”  
His injury was severe and caused painful epi-
sodes that affected his health in later years.  Af-
ter the war, he returned to Atchison and worked 
in manufacturing.  

SFC Stephenson met and married Miss Ethel Wyatt in 1946 and began 
their family.  When the Korean War broke out in 1950, he reentered mili-
tary service as a senior noncommissioned officer and deployed to join the 
1st Cavalry Division on the Korean Peninsula.  While in Korea he served in 
the military police guarding POWs.  After the war, he returned to Kansas 
and decided to stay in the US Army with duty at Fort Leavenworth work-
ing within the US Disciplinary Barracks in administration.  In the early 
1960s, SFC Stephenson retired and worked several jobs until his death 
in 1976.  He is remembered as great patriot who served bravely and 
honorably in two major conflicts.



Charles Robert Hatch Supplee, “Bob”, was born 
in Columbia, PA on July 9th, 1925 to the late 
Brig General Charles Lockard and Esther Hatch 
Supplee.  Growing up while his father was cap-
tain of the National Guard Infantry Compa-
ny, Bob accompanied him to weekly drills and 
summer encampments, instilling a love for the 
Army.  Longtime childhood friend, Frank Smok-
er wrote, “At Columbia High, Bob was a leader 
and a sharp student who excelled in all activities.  
He was well liked & respected by his peers and 
teachers.” Graduating as class valedictorian, Bob 
went straight to West Point.
 
Classmate Jack Shultz wrote, “ Bob was one of 
the personalities that gave F-2 its identity and 

distinctive profile within the class.  He exhibited a knack for seeing, savor-
ing, and exploiting the humor in everyday happenings.”  Bob graduated in 
the top 10% of his class, in the Corps of Engineers.  

Following basic schooling, Bob was one of eight Engineer classmates who 
opted for Airborne training.   Classmate Bud Sterling remembered,  “That 
event linked our lives forever.  We began our active duty en route to Japan, 
all thinking we would join the 11th Airborne Division.  Instead we were 
assigned to the Post Hostilities Mapping Program.  Six of us in 1949 end-
ed up on Leyte in the Philippines on the same mission.  Supe, as he was 
known, had already become a fixture in the 29th Engineers by adding hu-
mor to our tropical situation.  I remember his creation of  ‘Cebue City Sue’ 
(to the tune of ‘Sioux City Sue’)which we all had to learn.”
 
Bob’s career was distinguished and diversified.  He was justly proud of 
serving in combat operations in both Korea, as Company Commander, 
77th Engineer Combat Battalion, and Vietnam, as III Corps Engineer Ad-
visor on his first tour, and Director of Construction for all South Vietnam 
on his second tour.  A substantial amount of his troop duty was within 
Infantry organizations:  11th Airborne Division, 1st, 9th, and 25th Infantry 
Divisions and the Berlin Brigade.  He was the quintessential combat engi-
neer.  The Army selected Bob to earn an MS in mathematics from Harvard 
and a master’s in civil engineering from MIT.  He was a graduate of the 
Industrial College of the Armed Forces, Ft McNair, Washington DC, and 
the Command and General Staff College, Ft Leavenworth, KS.   



Bio of Charles R. Hatch Supplee Continued:
Among his many assignments, Bob also served as commander, Army Ele-
ment, Joint Strategic Target Planning Staff, Offutt AFB, Omaha, NE, pro-
fessor of military science, Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology and Indi-
ana State University, Terre Haute, IN.  His final assignment was as Deputy 
Installation Commander, Ft Leavenworth, KS. 

Ft Leavenworth was also a place of significance for Bob as it is where he 
met his love in life, MJ Birmingham, whom he married on Jun 11th, 1960.  
They raised six children together as they traveled and moved household 
across the country for Bob’s assignments.   Bob and MJ had a rare love for 
one another; their years spent apart while Bob was in Vietnam made the 
rest of their years together all the more precious and cherished.  The life 
they built together was best described by Bob himself, “My cup runneth 
over.”    
 
In retirement from the Army, Bob worked as Branch Manager for the bro-
kerage firms Merrill Lynch Fidelity Services and Commerce Brokerage 
Services, in St Louis and Kansas City, MO.   Bob retired finally in 1993 in 
Leavenworth and spent his days happily with MJ and their family, reading 
to his beloved grandchildren and enjoying all until his death in 1997.  
 
Bob is remembered today as a leader of excellence, in both his military and 
civilian careers, a most loving, gentle, and steadfast husband, father, grand-
father, and friend.   His intelligence never set him apart from others and his 
rare good humor, wit, and wordplay were a delight to everyone who knew 
him.  He epitomized integrity, honor, and compassion.  In his last days, he 
showed amazing cheer and continued interest in those family and friends 
around him.  What a true inspiration he was, and is, to all of us.  His oldest 
daughter Karen said it best, “my hero.”  



Robert Earl “Bob” Thomas was born in 1926 
in Bluff Springs, Florida.  A child of the Great 
Depression, he convinced his widowed mother 
to state that he was born in 1925 which allowed 
him to enlist in the United States Coast Guard 
on July 21, 1942 as an Apprentice Seaman.  Bob 
served in WWII until October 9, 1945 when 
he was honorably discharged as a Seaman First 
Class.  Bob spoke often of one of his assignments 
during this time.  He served on Mounted Beach 
Patrol on Jekyll Island, Georgia spotting German 
U-Boats off the American coast.

After WWII, Bob moved to Baton Rouge, Loui-
siana.  He married Frances and had two children, 
Kitty and Robert Earl “Bobby” Thomas, Jr.  

Bob remained on active Naval Reserve and was called into active duty on 
September 8, 1950.  He served as a Fireman aboard the U.S.S. Arnold J. 
Isbell until his honorable discharge from the Navy on November 14, 1951.  
He received the Navy Occupation Service Medal and the Korean Service 
Medal. On the occasion of the 50th Anniversary of the Korean War, Bob 
received a medal from the South Korean government in gratitude for his 
service.  As the President of the Baton Rouge Chapter of the Korean War 
Veterans Association (KWVA), he received an invitation from the South 
Korean government to visit that country.  Bob served as the President of 
the KWVA for three years.

Bob worked for 37 years at Kaiser Aluminum Plant in Baton Rouge.  With 
Shirley, his second wife of 50 years, Bob became the father of Terry.  Terry 
and her husband Everett Rett” Rogers, a Field Artillery officer in the U.S. 
Army, PCSed to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas in 2008.  A few years later, Rett 
retired from active service after 24 years and the family moved to Lansing, 
Kansas. Rett currently serves on the Leavenworth Main Street Board.

Bob Thomas was very proud to have served his country.  His favorite cap 
was one that sported “WWII / Korea Veteran“.  On October 25, 2008 he was 
humbled to be invited by Louisiana HonorAir to participate in an Honor 
Flight to Washington, D.C.  That amazing day was one of the proudest 
moments of his life. Bob passed away on November 19, 2013 at the age of 
87 after a life well-lived.



William T. “Bill” Thompson was born August 27, 
1921 in Cleveland Heights, Ohio. By the time he 
reached high school he had developed an interest 
in radios which he retained throughout his life. 
He was also an accomplished marksman, win-
ning, as a member of his high school’s rifle team, 
the championship for the State of Ohio.

When the war started, he enlisted in the Unit-
ed States Army Signal Corps, but after training, 
Thompson answered a nebulous call for volun-
teers desirous of service overseas. Passing nu-
merous interviews and screenings where his 
radio background and fluency in French and 
German placed him in good stead, he reported 
to the Office of Strategic Services (OSS), assigned 
to “Operation Jedburgh.” He completed initial 

training in Maryland before being sent to Ringway, England for airborne 
and advanced training. LT Aaron Bank (US) recruited him as radio opera-
tor for team Hermit; however, after the French officer on Bank’s team took 
issue with Thompson’s French, Thompson, transferred shortly to team No-
vocaine, led by LT Gennerich,. Inserted into Southern France via Algeria, 
on the night of August 6-7, 1944, Novocaine immediately linked up with 
the Maquis operating in and around the old fortified Alpine town of Brian-
con, France. Not only did SGT Thompson serve as radio operator during 
the two month Novocaine mission, but he also participated in training the 
Maquis and executing several sabotage and combat operations against the 
German forces. During this time, SGT Thompson was reunited with re-
cently promoted CPT Aaron Bank. Hermit and Novocaine often partici-
pated in joint missions and Bank and Thompson would join for patrols. 
After conventional Allied forces liberated Briancon, newly promoted MSG 
Thompson and team Novocaine returned to England. Thompson, after en-
joying a 30 day furlough back in the US, reported to OSS Detachment 202 
in the Far East. 

Thompson joined team Alpaca commanded by CPT Morris A. “Mo” Pas-
tor. Their mission was to link up with indigenous Chinese forces deep 
behind Japanese lines. CPT Pastor, Thompson, and a Chinese interpreter 
traveled by foot, sampan and train several hundred miles, through  Japa-
nese occupied territory to make contact with the Chinese forces. 



Bio of William T. “Bill” Thompson Continued:
After setting up a drop zone to receive the remaining members of Alpaca 
and necessary supplies parachuted into China near the town of Hwongt-
saishih on May 17, 1945, Alpaca immediately began implementing train-
ing. After feeling secure enough to engage the enemy, the unit began 
actively and successfully hitting the enemy. In one engagement, lasting 
several days, the joint Alpaca and Chinese guerrilla units found them-
selves surrounded by a numerically superior Japanese force. Fighting from 
a strong defensive position, they successfully withstood the attack. At one 
point during the battle, MSG Thompson remained at his radio for 36 hours 
transmitting message after message requesting air strikes and providing 
critical intelligence to OSS Headquarters.

After the war, despite strong encouragement to remain in the military, he 
returned to civilian life, attending Kent State University and receiving his 
degree in Music Education. He also met his future wife Myrtle Wirth at this 
time. He took a job, following graduation, as Band Director in the Mich-
igan public secondary school system, but changed career paths in 1950, 
when he was hired as manager for a Texas town Chamber of Commerce. 
Over the next 21years, he would hold this position in several towns in Tex-
as until he was ultimately recruited as Director of the Leavenworth, Kansas 
Chamber of Commerce. His last professional employment was as Director 
of the Leavenworth, Kansas, Chapter of the American Red Cross. After 
Myrtle died in 1991 he married Bonnie Lee Mays, with whom he enjoyed 
several years until she died in 2004.

He has maintained active involvement in the local community, serving as 
President of Rotary Club; Chairman of the Leavenworth Public Library 
board and on the Leavenworth Board of Planning and Zoning; and as an 
Elder in the First Christian Church of Leavenworth.

His military awards include two Bronze Stars (OLC); the Airborne Qual-
ification Badge with one combat star; the French Croix de Guerre with  
Silver Star; twice “Mentioned in Dispatches” (British); the OSS SF 
Wing; and the Chinese Breast Order of Yun Hui. MASTER SERGEANT  
WILLIAM T. THOMPSON Inducted June 2005 DISTINGUISHED  
MEMBER OF THE SPECIAL FORCES REGIMENT



PHCS Stan E. Toy:

Stan Toy entered the Navy in 1944 and served in 
both the Pacific and European Theaters in WWII. 
Later Toy served in Korea on the USS Valley 
Forge. He was an aviation combat photographer 
and served over 23 years in the Navy retiring as 
a Senior Chief. PHCS Stan Toy is buried in Lima 
Ohio his hometown.



Cpl David M. Unger, 21, of Leavenworth, Kan-
sas, was killed in action on October 17, 2006, 
in Iraq. He was born the son of Diana L. Dan-
iel Pitts and Matthew E. Unger, on October 31, 
1984, in Kansas City, Kan. He married Laura K. 
Ott on February 14, 2004, in Lampasas County, 
Texas. 

Cpl Unger enlisted in the U.S. Army on August 
21, 2003 after graduating from Leavenworth 
High School. He was raised in the Leavenworth 
area and had attended West Middle School and 
David Brewer Elementary. Since he was 13, he 
had worked at the Main Post Chapel on Fort 
Leavenworth. David was gregarious, supportive, 
kind, a lover of animals and beloved by many. 
He cherished his immediate family and had a 

special relationship with his mother, Diana, who was his best friend.

He is survived by his wife Laura K. Unger; their son Gage M. Unger;  
father Matthew E. Unger, Lansing; mother and stepfather Diana L. and 
Scott Pitts, Easton, Kan.; brothers Jeremy Unger and Shane Unger; sisters 
Joani Unger and Sadie Pitts, all of Easton; grandparents Don and Kathie 
Echols, Easton, Tom Daniel, Sunrise Beach, Mo., and Virginia and James 
Culicigno, St. Louis, Mo.; great-grandparents Pete and Gertrude Derez-
inski, Leavenworth, and many uncles and aunts including Joe Unger, Joe 
(Tom) Daniel, and Mary Shelley, and over twenty first cousins. His grand-
father Edward Unger and great-grandparents Danny and Mary Daniel pre-
ceded him in death.



LTC Richard S. Vick enlisted in the US Army on 
15 February 1985. He attended basic training at 
Ft Dix, New Jersey and Officer Candidate school 
at Ft Benning, Georgia. Reported to Ft Sill, Okla-
homa to attend the Field Artillery Officer Basic 
course, then on to 2nd Infantry Division to serve 
as a Company Fire Support Officer in South Ko-
rea in1986. After a year in South Korea patrolling 
the DMZ, he attended winter Ranger school, 
upon graduation, he reported to the 101st Air-
borne Air Assault Division. Duties included a 
Company FSO, Fire Direction Officer and Ex-
ecutive Officer. While at the 101st, he served in 
Desert Shield, Desert Storm 1990-1991. After 
promotion to Captain, Cpt. Vick attended the FA 
advance course, after completion, he reported to 
Ft Carson, Colorado where he served as the Bat-

talion Maintenance officer, and Battery commander of B Battery 3-29 FA. 

Following promotion to Major, he attended various schools at Ft Bragg, 
NC and once again took command of E Company, 96 Civil Affairs Battal-
ion. After 13 months of command, Major Vick reported to Ft Hood, TX, 
he was selected for a position with the 21st CAV Brigade then would later 
serve as the Brigade FSO for 1-82 Field Artillery Battalion. In 2000, he 
served as an Observer Controller for Battle Command Training Program 
at Ft Leavenworth, KS, where he was deployed to Operation Iraqi Freedom 
(OIF1). After redeployment, he was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel and 
took a position as an instructor at Command and General Staff College de-
partment of Joint and Multinational Operations. LTC Vick deployed over-
seas from 2005-2008 to OMCK-Kuwait as an advisor for the Kuwait Army 
Commando Brigade through the American Embassy. 

He returned to Ft Leavenworth KS in 2008 where he was a tactics instruc-
tor in the Department of Army Tactics at the Command and General Staff 
College from 2008-2011. LTC Vick retired in August 31st , 2011 after 26 
years of service. Awards include Legion of Merit, Bronze star (2 oak leaves), 
Meritorious Service Medal (4), Army Commendation Medal (3), Joint Ser-
vice Achievement Medal, Army Achievement Medal (2), Joint Meritorious 
Unit Award, Defense Service Medal (2), Southwest Asia Service Medal w/
Bronze Service Star (2), Kuwait Liberation Medal (Saudi Arabia/Kuwait). 
Graduate of Winter Ranger school, Airborne, Jumpmaster and Air Assault 
school.



Sergeant First Class (Army) Lucious C. Wagner, 
was born in Timpson, Texas, the son of Calvin 
and Laura Roberts Wagner.  Lucious  joined the 
United States Army in 1949, where he honorably 
served America for 22 years, including combat 
duty in both Korea (1951) and Vietnam (1969), 
resulting in award of the Combat Infantryman 
Badge and other significant military honors.  
During his career he served as an Infantryman, 
Field Artilleryman,  Personnel NCO, and Senior 
Finance NCO.  Most noteworthy,  he integrat-
ed a previously all-White Infantry unit after 
the President desegregated the Armed Forces 
(1951), one of the proudest moments of his ca-
reer.

Following retirement from the Army, Mr. Wag-
ner moved to Dallas and attended Mountain View College, receiving his 
associate degree in Business Administration in 1973, while working two 
part-time jobs to help raise his family of eight.   After receiving his Bach-
elor of Arts degree from Bishop College in 1975, he worked for the school 
until September, 1991, retiring as the Director of Financial Aid.  Imbued 
with a deep sense of civic pride and a desire to help his neighbors, Mr. 
Wagner was active in numerous community affairs: A Democratic Party 
Precinct Chair from 1974 until 1997; a commissioner of the Dallas Hous-
ing Authority for two years; and, a member of the Wilmer Hutchins In-
dependent School Board (Board President,  April, 1987, until May, 1989).   
In thought, word, and deed, Mr. Wagner was an active member of Mount 
Tabor Baptist Church, where he was on the Senior Usher Board and active 
with the Men’s Ministry.

Mr. Wagner was most proud that all six of his children lived at home, 
worked part-time, and later graduated from a four year college, becoming 
productive citizens who worked, paid taxes, and gave back to their com-
munities.  SFC(R) Wagner passed away in 1997 at the age of 68.  



Colonel (Retired) William “Buck” Weafer was 
born in Woburn, MA; however, his service to our 
nation took him far from there.  After graduat-
ing from the United States Military Academy in 
1954, he was commissioned a Second Lieutenant 
in the Field Artillery.  His first order of business 
was to marry his childhood sweetheart, Marie.  
As an inseparable team, they went on to serve in 
the Army for a full 30-year career--Buck, in uni-
form and Marie, a dedicated Army wife.  Their 
four children, Tom, Bob, Ann and Liz, were 
raised with their loving example of service and 
cheerful generosity. Wherever they served in a 
career that included 29 moves, Buck and Marie 
worked tirelessly to improve their communities.    

Colonel Weafer’s service assignments included a 
Vietnam tour (‘62-’63), command and staff positions at all levels of the 
Army highlighted by battalion command at Fort Bliss, TX, garrison com-
mand in Wiesbaden, West Germany, and ROTC Area Command at Fort 
Riley, KS.  His service as Command & General Staff College Class Director 
(‘74-’78) cemented his deep affinity for Fort Leavenworth and the Leaven-
worth community. 

Upon Colonel Weafer’s retirement in 1984, he and Marie put down roots 
in Leavenworth buying and refurbishing one of the original Harvey hous-
es on Olive Street.  They went into the antique business, calling it “Buck-
wheats”, while continuing to volunteer for several Fort Leavenworth orga-
nizations as well as their parish.  As part of their Buckwheats business, they 
also made “little houses.”  Buck estimates he made 22,000 of them over the 
years--those small painted wooden houses labeled with the names of forts 
and duty stations around the world where people had been stationed.  This 
business kept them in touch with friends and neighbors in every corner of 
the globe.  

While Colonel Weafer served on active duty for 30 years, his service to the 
community has been heartfelt and life-long.  One of his soldiers said it best, 
“You are the nicest Colonel I have ever met.”  So don’t be fooled by that 
stern expression on Colonel Weafer’s banner.  He still really is the nicest 
Colonel you will ever meet. 



Vernon E. Whitson Radioman 3/c USNR
WWII & Korea

Born February 11, 1927 in Elk City, KS, the son 
of Ralph E. Whitson, and Mary Saunders. My fa-
ther grew up during the “Great Depression”. He 
was the eldest of five boys, and was his Mother’s 
favorite. 

With his desire to serve his country at 17 years 
old, he begged his parents to sign a consent form 
so he could enlist in the U.S. Navy. They final-
ly consented, and he took the oath for military 
service on February 7, 1945 in Joplin, MO. His 
mother had to go to the school board to request 
a special allowance so my father could get his 
high school diploma and graduate.

His Father drove him to the induction station, leaving him with the simple 
words, “Be careful son!” One memory he had on traveling by train that day 
to San Diego, CA was passing his maternal grandparents farm. Both of his 
grandparents were standing by an oak tree waving goodbye to him…That 
was the last time he would see them. They both passed away a month apart, 
the following year.

Completing “Boot Camp” in San Diego, CA, and then “Radio School” my 
father was preparing for overseas service. After getting a series of inocu-
lations against disease he had severe allergy reactions, and spent a month 
recuperating. As it turned out, his WWII service was spent in San Diego, 
CA, Farragut, ID, and Seattle, WA.

He was honorably discharged on October 6, 1946, after signing up for ser-
vice in the reserve forces. Returning to civilian life, my father went back 
home, got a job, and got married. However “Uncle Sam” was not finished 
with him…He was called back into service on June 10, 1950 for service in 
the Korean War.

Receiving a meal voucher, and train ticket he departed from Union Station 
in Kansas City, MO for San Diego, CA. Reaching San Diego he received or-
ders to report for service aboard the U.S.S. Pickaway (APA 222), an “attack 
transport”.



Bio of Vernon E. Whitson Continued:
My father was headed for the “Invasion of Inchon” which began on Sep-
tember 15, 1950 and ended on September 19, 1950. He spent the entire day 
of the 15th ferrying troops ashore on a “Higgins Boat”  as a radio operator.

Part of a three man crew, the coxswain was from Alabama and flew his 
Confederate Flag the entire day above their landing craft!

There were many stories dad would share with me, but one of my favorites 
was when he and a friend were on “liberty” in Sasebo, Japan…They were 
about to be late to return to the ship, it was too far  to walk, and there was 
no transportation in sight. Panicked, dad and his buddy spied two bicy-
cles…they hoped aboard and headed for the ship.

Approaching the ship they were traveling down a big hill, and moving very 
fast…they both pedaled backward to use the brake, but it wasn’t there. Dad 
realized the brakes were on the handlebars, his friend did not and sailed off 
the dock, and into the water…So funny! 

My father served in Japan, China, and Korea until April 28, 1952 when he 
was honorably discharged for a second time and sent home to resume his 
life.

I am so thankful to all of our Veterans who take the oath to defend our 
country with their lives. 

May God bless all of you!



Jerl “Jerry” Wooddell was in the Ohio Nation-
al Guard when the unit he was in was activat-
ed. They trained at Fr. Benning before being 
shipped out for Korea. The unit was involved in 
many battles the main one was Pork Chop Hill. 
Jerry was on of the few who came out of this bat-
tle. He was in Korea for 11 months. 



Thomas Ripon Young

Thomas Ripon Young, the oldest son of Frank 
and Edith Young of Lansing, Kansas, was born 
May 25, 1923. He was a third generation Lansing, 
Kansas native. He excelled at school, especially in 
math and art and graduated from Lansing High 
School at the age of 16..  He loved being a big 
brother to Art, Gene and Bill.

Tom was inducted at age 19 into the Army on 
March 8, 1943 at Fort Leavenworth. He complet-
ed basic training at Camp Robinson, Arkansas 
and was assigned to the 4th Platoon, company 
D, 77th Battalion, 16th regiment. After Basic, he 
was assigned to the 89th Division. In January of 
1944, he was sent to Camp Roberts, California 

and then to Camp Swank, New York to await being shipped overseas. Tom 
left Camp Swank by troop ship and was sent to England where he stayed 
for three weeks before being sent to France. 

On July 19, 1944, Tom was permanently assigned to Company I, 315th 
Infantry, 79th Division of General George Patton’s 3rd Army.

On October 3, 1944, Tom was killed by artillery fire in the Battle of Foret 
de Parroy near Luneville, France. He was buried in Andilly, France until 
his remains were brought home and buried in Mount Calvary Cemetery 
on December 2nd, 1948.
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